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1.

2.1

Introduction

The Incubation Programme (the “Programme”) is a 3-year programme provided
by Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation (“HKSTP”). It aims
to support the growth and development of technology start-ups (each an
“‘Applicant”) in Hong Kong. This guideline (the “Guide”) provides information
about the application requirements and funding support of the Programme.

Application

Eligibility Criterial

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

The Applicant must be a HKSAR registered and incorporated technology
start-up company limited by shares under the Companies Ordinance (Cap.
622) of the Laws of the Hong Kong SAR.

The Applicant’s date of incorporation should be no more than five (5) years
from the date of submission of the application form to join the Programme.

The founder(s) of the Applicant and/or the Applicant itself

(i) must not currently be a participant of any incubation programmes
offered by either HKSTP or Cyberport Management Company Limited;
and

(i) may apply to join the Programme even if the Applicant or its founder(s)
had previously been admitted into and has finished participating in the
incubation programmes offered by HKSTP or Cyberport Management
Limited, provided that, the current application made to the Programme
is only the second time that the Applicant or its founder(s) are applying
to join such programmes.

The Applicant’s activities must be related to technology such as
Electronics, Information & Communications Technology, Material and
Precision Engineering or Green Technology.

The Applicant is willing to commit to comply with the following requirements
throughout the Programme:

1 HKSTP has the sole and absolute right to interpret any terms or conditions in this Admission Criteria. Any
disputes in relation to this Admission Criteria shall be determined by HKSTP at its sole and absolute
discretion and HKSTP’s determination shall be final and binding on the Applicant.
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(i) The founders of the Applicant collectively (legally and beneficially)
must hold at least 51% of the issued shares of the Applicant entity at
the time of submitting its application and throughout the Programme
Period?. Such founders must be individual shareholders, non-
operating holding companies (as reflected by the Articles of
Association or any other valid supporting documents of such
companies) or operating holding companies which fulfill this
admission criterion and admission criteria (a) — (c)®.

(i)  The Applicant must employ at least two full-time staff at the time of
submitting its application* and all such staff must be able to work in
Hong Kong legally.

(i) At least 50% of the Applicant’s full-time staff (which, in any event,
must not be less than 2 full-time staff) based at the Applicant’s
business premises located at Science Park or such other locations
as may be approved by HKSTP in writing (collectively, the
“‘Approved Space”) shall be engaged in conducting the core R&D
activities stated in the Applicant’s application as approved by HKSTP.

(iv) The Applicant must primarily utilize the Approved Space for carrying
out R&D activities and not primarily for sales and marketing activities.
The Applicant MUST NOT under any circumstances utilize the
Incubation Center for any retail and/or mass production activities.

2.2. Application Procedure

2 The Applicant should make full disclosure of the shareholder(s) identity and holdings (up to the top level)
of the applying entity. Should there be corporate shareholders, they must not be well-established and
mature companies that are in the same industry as the Applicant and engaged in R&D of the same or similar
products/services as the Applicant.

3 The Applicant should make full, accurate and up-to-date disclosure of the identity of its shareholders and
of its corporate group structure (up to the ultimate top level holding company). The general guiding principle
should be where there are corporate shareholders, they should not be mature companies in the same
industry involving R&D of the same or similar types of products/technologies as the Applicant.

4 In case of successful application, the Applicant needs to fulfill the admission criteria throughout the
incubation period and maintain at least two (2) full-time staff who are based at the Approved Space.
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2.2.1.

2.2.2.

2.2.3.

2.2.4.

2.2.5.

2.3.

3.

3.1.

3.1.1

To apply to the Programme, the Applicant must complete an Application Form
and submit the required documents. Please refer to the Application Guide at
Annex 1. The Application Form must be completed by an authorised
representative of the Applicant. HKSTP reserves the right to seek additional
information as it deems necessary. An Applicant shall also provide all
clarification, information and documents requested by HKSTP from time to time
for processing its application.

Applicant should note that the maximum space allocated to any successful
Applicant (an “Incubatee”) is 1,600 sq. ft unless otherwise determined by
HKSTP. HKSTP has the sole and absolute discretion to determine the space
and location to be allocated to any Incubatee.

If an Applicant defers the submission of the clarifications, information and
documents requested by HKSTP for processing its application for more than
two (2) months, such application shall be deemed by HKSTP as having been
withdrawn by the relevant Applicant.

The decision from the Assessment Panel for each application shall be final and
binding on each Applicant.

Unsuccessful Applicants are permitted to submit a new Programme application
to HKSTP if three (3) months or more have lapsed since the rejection date of
the Applicant’s last application. However, if a new application is substantially
the same as a previous ineligible or unsuccessful application, HKSTP has the
full and final say on whether or not to process the relevant application.

Enquiries

Incubation Admission Team
Phone : 2629 6873
E-mail : incubation@hkstp.org

Assessment and Approval

Eligibility Checks and Assessment Panel

All applications that meet the eligibility criteria would be invited to attend a
preliminary interview and present its application to HKSTP personnel for a first-
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3.1.2

3.1.3

3.2.

3.3.

round assessment. The Applicant may then be invited by HKSTP personnel to
present its application to the Assessment Panel, followed by a questions and
answers session. The Assessment Panel may require the Applicant to address
its comments on the application (e.g., scope, budget and milestones, etc.). In
such a case, the Applicant may be required to submit additional information
together with such other documents as are requested by HKSTP.

The Assessment Panel consists of a range of individuals including many from
different disciplines in the field of innovation and technology (the “Assessment
Panel”). Panel members will be required to adhere to the probity requirements
and policy of HKSTP as are applicable from time to time.

A list of panel members will only be provided upon written request by any
interested party subject to HKSTP’s final discretion. Should an Applicant identify
a potential conflict of interest with respect to any panel member (e.g. the
Applicant becomes aware that a panel member is a current or former supervisor,
colleague or collaborator, or a relative, friend or personal acquaintance of the
Applicant), the Applicant should notify HKSTP via email without delay. A
potential conflict of interest, once declared, will not adversely affect the
application to which it relates, however, the panel will evaluate and process such
application without any participation or involvement of the panel member(s) who
is/are the subject matter of the conflict in question so as to avoid any potential
probity concerns.

Assessment Criteria

All eligible applications will be evaluated based on the following assessment
criteria:

(@) Quality and competency of the management team

(b) Soundness of the 3-year business plan

(c) Innovativeness

(d) R&D content

(e) Full disclosure of the identity of all shareholders and of its holding
companies (up to the top level), if any.

Contractual Agreement

Under the Programme, Incubatees are offered an office space, technology &
business development support & services and financial support. Incubatees are
required to sign a Licence Agreement and a Funding Agreement (if applicable)
with HKSTP.


https://www.hkstp.org/media/4111/members-of-the-assessment-panel-2020-2022_as-of-20200828.pdf
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4.

4.1.

4.2.

4.3.

4.4.

Progress Review

HKSTP will assess the progress status of the Incubatee in achieving its
committed milestones under its business plan contained in its Programme
application as approved by the Assessment Panel. Methods of monitoring
include on-site visits, demonstration of the relevant solution or product, review
of submitted milestone progress reports specifying any progress or achievement
in its research and development work, technology/management awards,
progress in intellectual property works and study, patent, trademark, registered
design, funding received, corporate restructuring such as IPO / joint venture
arrangement / mergers and acquisition / spin-off etc. status if applicable, sales
orders achieved and number of staff employed; audited financial statements,
management accounts, management reports and other supporting documents.

Incubatees will be subject to not less than 6 milestone assessment meetings
throughout the 3-year term of the Programme. The first meeting will be held in
the 3" month after an Incubatee has been admitted into the Programme and at
every 6 months intervals thereafter.

Any material modification to the Incubatee’s business plan (including but are not
limited to change of key team members, deliverables, change of R&D or
business scope) shall require prior written approval from HKSTP.

In any circumstance where HKSTP considers the Incubatee as having failed to
achieve the committed milestones without any valid and acceptable explanation,
the Licence Agreement and Funding Agreement (if applicable) shall be
terminated at the sole and absolute discretion of HKSTP. If HKSTP considers
that the Incubatee has failed to achieve the committed milestones, but the
Incubatee has provided reasons and explanations that are acceptable to
HKSTP, the Incubatee will be required to agree on a Performance Improvement
Plan (“PIP”) with HKSTP. In such a case, the Incubatee will normally be
required to prepare a PIP for HKSTP’s approval that spans a period of up to six
(6) months immediately thereafter. Once the PIP is approved by HKSTP and the
Incubatee begins to pursue the PIP, if the Incubatee fails to achieve the revised
targets or plans within the agreed implementation period of the PIP , HKSTP
shall have the right to immediately withdraw all funding support under the
Programme from the Incubatee and the Incubatee will be required to vacate the
Approved Space in accordance with paragraph 11 of this Guide. It is an
Incubatee's responsibility to attend any training, seminar, introductory
workshop, etc., as requested by HKSTP. HKSTP has the sole and absolute right
to include this request as part of the milestone assessment requirement. Failure
to meet this requirement will be reflected in the milestone assessment and its
results.
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5.

5.1.

5.1.1.

5.1.2.

5.2.

5.2.1.

Funding Support

General Guideline

An Incubatee will receive a financial subsidy of HK$140,000 for its R&D and
business development activities after satisfactory assessment by HKSTP at
each milestone review meeting. There is no need to provide any payment proof
for the subsidy, but the amount should be shown in the Incubatee’s audited
financial statements.

As a general rule, it is not permissible to duplicate support available from other
Hong Kong Government funding grants (i.e. no double-dipping of public funding)
unless written approval is given by HKSTP on a case-by-case basis. The
Incubatee will have to declare to HKSTP if it has received or will receive other
funding sources for the same project which has been approved under this
Programme.

Maximum Funding Support

The maximum funding support for an Incubatee throughout the 3-year
Programme term is HK$1,290,000. The funding support is subject to change
from time to time at the sole discretion of HKSTP.

No payment proof required:

(a) Financial Subsidy (Cash Grant) : HK$840,000

Rental Subsidy (HKSTP’s leased area)

(b) The maximum rental subsidy : HK$450,000

The rental subsidy for the 3-year programme is $12,500 per month. The
unspent balance of the 15t and 2" year can be carried forward to the 3" year.
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Annex 1
Application Guide
1. Each application must contain the following documents:
(&) Application Form
(b) Business Plan (details please refer to Annex 1 (Schedule 1)
2. In addition to the above documents, the Applicant should provide the following

supporting documents:

(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)

(€)

()
(@)
(h)

()

(k)
()

Hong Kong Business Registration Certificate;
Certificate of Incorporation;
Articles of Association;

Latest Annual Return (and other acceptable documents) showing the present
directors and shareholders;

Incorporation document (NNC1 or NNC1G, if the Applicant is a company
formed under the Companies Ordinance);

Organization Chart, and Corporate Structure if applicable;
Latest Audited Financial Statement, if applicable;

Curriculum Vitae of all current staff with clear illustration of their academic
gualification and working experience;

Copy of the academic certificates of the founding team member(s) and the
core management member(s) as reported in the Application Form;

Copy of the latest MPF remittance statements of the current employees or
the duly signed employment letters of the staff;

Patent Certificate(s) and/or Patent Application, if any;

Other supplementary information if required by HKSTP to process the
application.
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Annex 1 (Schedule 1)

Notes to Business Plan

The Business Plan in written format (i.e. word, ppt or pdf) with the suggested structure
and key points in this Schedule will facilitate the due diligence checking (DD) and
assessment of your application.

The milestone summary in the Application Form and the presentation deck for the panel
interview shall align with the Business Plan, which will be filed to the Assessment Panel.

1. Executive Summary (1 page)
(a) The mission, vision & valuates of the company
(a) The strategic objectives to be achieved

2. Products/Solutions to be developed (2 pages)
(a) Description on concept, features, and application
(b) What problems to resolve?
(c) What is the technology employed and why it is better?
(d) What are the technology niche and technical challenges?
(e) Include pictures or diagrams for illustration if applicable

3. Research and Development (R&D) Content and Plan (2 pages)
(@) Current status of development
(b) What has been done? What will be done?
(c) R & D development schedule
(d) The core invention or innovation out of the R & D activities (e.g. patents
registered or to be filed etc.)

4. Sales and Marketing Plan (2 pages)
(&) Who are the target customers (those who will pay you) and end-users (those
who will use the product / solution)?
(b) Market size and target market share
(c) What is the unique proposition of the product/solution?
(d) What is the current sales status?
(e) Competitor landscape analysis
(f) Pricing and sales strategy.

5. Core Team Members (as required)
(&) Organizational chart as of today
(b) Background and track records of the core team members
(c) Manpower plan in the coming 3 years
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6. Financial Plan (1 page)
(a) Financial projection in the coming 3 years, including:
B Sales forecast
B Fundraising plan
B Cost and profit margin estimation.
(b) Financial statement forecast (Income statement & Cash flow statement)

7. Incubation Programme Added Value (0.5 page)

(@) Which service(s) of HKSTP Incubation Programme will help your company grow
and why?»



